Royal Borough of Greenwich
Greenwich Park

London's Oldest Royal Park

Where else in the world can you sit in the 'backdga’ of a King's palace. With a foot in
each hemisphere, setting your watch to world timé watch a thousand years of history
before you. Looking across the major sights of lamend the River Thames.

Look down on the Queens Houddational Maritime Museum Royal Naval CollegeX
across the River Thamés Canary Wharf & Docklands. The Queens Housaid ® be the
model used for the White House in Washington DCAU$&lome of US Presidents.

Greenwich Park was the first Royal Park to be enclosed (1433gré&thave been deer in the
park since the 15th century. On the site of thedRblaval Colleggshortly to become part of
Greenwich University) was Greenwich Palace, hontaeol udor monarchs.

There is a bandstand where brass bands play on eurSomday afternoons. A whole
programme of events runs throughout the summerrell® also a cafe close to the
Greenwich Royal Observatowhere you can eat inside or outside.

Looking down on the boating lake where children b@me boats and canoes for a twenty
minute trip around this scenic corner of the pa&hkildren's playground is close by. Maze
Hill railway station is a short walk from this camof the park. Wren's twin towers of the
Royal Naval College are an impressive landmark f&remce point.

Outside the Blackheath Gate, at the northern entieopark, there are donkey rides for the
children. Or stroll across the vast expanse of Biaath to watch every shape of kite being
flown.

Roval Parks Official Web-Site




The lake at Greenwich Park has a fleet of rowind) @edal boats. There is a kiosk for drinks

and snacks, a childrens’ playground and also tagogésreenwich observatory and Martime
museum.

Opening Times
School holidays, public holidays and all weekeneisvieen Easter and the end of September.
Prices



ilderness Deer Parle

The enclosure where you can see Red and Fallow
deer and other wildlife, including bats, foxes,
birds and ancient trees.
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BLACKHEATH

The Wilderness - Deer Park

Greenwich is the oldest of London's deer parkshasdbeen home to Red and Fallow Deer
since it was enclosed. Originally they wanderediadothe whole area but over time the deer
were moved away from the more popular sections@Park until they were confined to The
Wilderness, by the Flower Garden in the south eftéte Park. There are paths leading to
special viewpoints from which you can enjoy watchthe herd of 16 fallow deer and 14 red
deer.

The secluded woodland and ancient trees in Theahfiless also provide a sanctuary for
other wildlife. Standing and lying dead wood i4 kef decay naturally, providing important
habitat for various invertebrates, especially lesetluch as the stag beetle. Stag beetles
develop as larvae in decaying stumps for up toafsybefore emerging as adults. Such
undisturbed areas are therefore vitally importaat,just for invertebrates but also provide a
refuge for nesting birds, roosting bats, foxes, dvooce and many other animals. The ancient
trees and dead wood habitat are also importarth&r fungi.



In 2002 the Secret Garden Wildlife Centre was
created from a derelict building with the suppdrt o
the Friends of Greenwich Park. The Centre includes
educational equipment and information regarding
flora and fauna, a small classroom, kitchenette and
toilets. The classroom is also a hide with one-way
glass in the windows that allows the viewing of the
deer and wildlife without the animals being aware
that they are being observed.






SPECIES OF DEER




THERUT

September signals the beginning of the deer ‘rut’ (breeding
season) which lasts until November. The Red stags and
Fallow bucks compete for females. At this time, the large
males roar, bark and clash antlers in a spectacular way in an
atrempt to fight off rivals and to attract as many females as
possible. Sometimes the deer may be injured and some are
aven killed during the fights for supremacy.

[HE CULLS
There are 2 culls in Richmond Park — the males in February
and the females in November. In Bushy Park, however, the
male cull takes place in September and the female cull in
Movember.The cull is necessary in order to maintain the
number of deer in the park and prevent overgrazing which

wiould ultimately result in starvation. It is also the reason
why Royal Parks' herds are In excellent condition.

CALVING AND FAWNING

The young are born mainly in June and are hidden by
their mothers amongst the bracken and long grass.
Females and their young are very vulnerable and
sensitive to disturbance at this time and the females
can be very protective and aggressive.

FEEDING

The natural plant life provides sufficient nutrients for
the deer with a supplement of deer nuts, maize and
hay during the winter months. Acorns, horse chestnurts
(conkers) and sweet chestnuts form a vital part of

the diet of deer and are important in building up fat
reserves for the winter. That is why visitors are not
allowead to collect conkers and chestnuts in the park.



Deer are wild animals. It is dangerous to approach
them, especially in May. June and July, when nursing
maothers are protecting their young, and betweean
September and Movember, when the males

are rutting.

Wnoseyaewp ubjsap

If visitors find a calf or fawn alone in the Park, never
touch it. It has not been abandoned — the mather is
likely to be feeding nearby.

Diogs must be kept on leads when deer are nearby.
It Is an offence to allow a dog to chase the deer.

Feeding of the deer is an offence under the Royal
Parks Regulations and can seriously harm the deer,

Register for Royal Parks updates
?wwmya]parks.nrg.uk.fregisterdeer
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= Greenwich Park is the oldest of London’s deer parks

and is now home to |3 Red deer and |2 Rallow deer.




